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Elamite Unicorn Inscriptions on Choghazanbil Ziggurat
Bricks.

Abstract

The temple of Choghazanbil is located in southwest of Iran,
Khuzestan province, 35 km far from ancient city of Shush. This
monument dates back to 1300 BC and is built by Ilam’s king Untash
Napirisha near Dez River and it has been called Dur Untash. The
structure of the city is made of brick and adobe and despite of passing
time most of them have not damaged, also there are some bricks in
the surface which they have inscriptions on them with Elamite and
Akadian unicorn inscriptions.

These bricks are on the body of the temple in each 10 rows. On the
bricks it’s written the name and the descent of the king who has built
the monument and it’s explained the aim of building so thousands of
bricks decorated the view of the city. Moreover they’ve used the
glace bricks, grout bitumen and plaster coating and fictile doornails
very much. In each 10 rows of simple brick about the structure there
is 1 row with inscription.

In the excavation of the area there are more than 5000 bricks with
inscriptions and several glace statues also with inscriptions,
doornails, bronze pieces and mud balls, have been founded. These
bricks with inscriptions have been put in the body of the Ziggurat and
Inshushinak temple, Kiririsha temple, Ishni karap temple, Naprish
temple and in the tower of Nur Kibrat and buildings around aprons,
royal gates, royal ways and Shush gate.

The most important linguistic work which have been done in this
issue is the third volume of the Choghazanbil book written by (Stew,
1375) which have studied the inscriptions in Grishman’s
excavations. Stew has divided Elamite texts into 5 groups which are
totally 61 ones.Each group has its own property and pattern. He
numbered Akadian texts into i-viii groups also.

In these inscriptions except some statues that the name of Atar Kittah
is written on them, the others are with the name of Untash Napirisha
son of Hubannumena who is the king of Anshan and Shush. They sat
that Untash Napirisha gifted this ziggurat to Inshushinak God.He has
also made temples for different gods.

In Dur Untash temples there is 25 gods which some of them are from
Mesopotamia.
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We can name some of them here like: Mazat, Hishmitik,

Ruhuratir, Shimut Naba, Belilit and Inanna.
KEYWORDS: Ilam, Choghazanbil Ziggurat, Dehloran, Shush,

Brick Inscription




